Organizers schedule next
football classic for 2008

By BiLL SHEA
CRAIN'S DETROIT BUSINESS

Robert Porcher is working to
get multiyear deals in place for
teams to play in the Dafralt Foot-
hali £lassie and expecis o an-
nounce details for the 2008 game
by the end of summer,

The former Datrok Uoas deten-
sive lineman, who co-founded

2 the classic in
2002, said ear-
lier {his month
the game af
Ford Field be-
twaen {(eams
from ‘Thistori-
cally biack col-
legses is taking
a one-year hia-
{us because a
financial
agreement with Alabswa State
University and Grambiing State Uni-
versity couldn't be reached in
time for this season.

This would hava Been the fifth
classic, but would have been
played in November because of
scheduling conflicts with the
schools. The first foue were
played on Labor Day weekend.

Porcher declined to say what it
costs to stage the game, or what
financial issues kept (he schools
from reaching a deal. He did say
the event costs moie than §1 mil-
lion to hold and proiweie.

“We just could nof get the
numbers worked out between the
schools and it didn't make sense
to prolong it any longer,” he said.

Now, he's going {e pursue a
three- to four-year deal for teams
to play starting in 2008, prefer-
ably on Labor Day weekend.
Porcher also is beginning to seek
a broadcast deal.

He said Grambling and Alaba-
ma State won't be candidates in
2008, but could be in the future.
He said he has a shor¢ list of the
most popular historically black
college football powerhouses, but
declined to name {eaims.

Boosting attendance is anoth-
er goal. Last year, Delawars State
University beat Florida A8 Univer-
sity 3¢-14 in front of 29,713 fans.
The first Detroit Focthall Classic,
between Florida A&M and Alaba-
ma State, was played in front of

POl"Cf.le?‘

more than 5¢,000.

Andy Appleby, chairman and
CEQO of Genatral Sports and Entor-
tainment L.L.C. in Rochester, said
an..aﬁtendance decline wasn't sui-
prising.

“(The game is) a little bit of a
victim of its own success,” he
said,

Appleby doesn't believe a year
off will hurt the event.

“It's the type of event that you
can take a year off with,” he said.
“It’s sort of a cultural event, a
new event each year,” he said.

Mike Dietz, president and di-
rector of Dietz Trott Sports & Enter-
tainment in Bingham Farms, dis-
agrees.

“I4's not a good idea to take a
year off because you lose conti-
nuity,” he said. “People that are
used to going and are looking for
it, it's suddenly not there.”

That's not the only worry, Di-
etz said.

“The organizers also risk losing
an awesome weekend date {o an-
other event. That could be a prime
date for another organizer,” he
said. Next year's game will be up
against the second year of the re-
vived Detrolt Balla Isle Geand Prix.

The classic is one of the best-
attended football games at the
venue after the Lions, said Risa
Balayem, director of communica-
tions at Ford Field. The stadium
also hosts an annual Eastern Michi-
gan Univarsity gaine, the Mid-Ame:d-
can Conferance championship
game and the Motor City Bowl.

“We'll definitely hold the Labor
Day date for (the game),” she said.

Porcher said he has assur-
ances from his major sponsors,
which include Ford Motor Ce.,
Cowmatica lic., Fifth Third Bank and
Papsi, that they’ll be back in 2008.

Porcher, who retired from the
Lions in 2004 and is chairman of
the Datrolt Metro Sports Commis-
slon, is a graduate of South Caroli-
ita State University, a historically
black school. He is president of
Detroit Foothall Classic L.L.C.,
which he co-founded with local
restaurateur Frank Taylor in
2002. Porcher is vice president of
Taylor's Detroit-based Southerit
ospitality Restaurant Group L.L.C.

Bill Shea: (313) 446-1626, bshea
@crain.com
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